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Empire to the full limit of their strength/* But
his principal anxieties were European; and he con-
tinued to rely on the Royal Navy and the army of
the Third Republic, on " salt water and the French
fortress line." For the collaboration of the two
Parliamentary democracies and, if necessary, of their
armed forces seemed the one fixed star in a sadly
dislocated firmament. He was steadily losing his old
misgivings about Russia, confining his anathema to
"Trotskyite Communism," to the old evangelical
variety which had preached world-revolution in 1919
and was now, to judge from his drastic treatment
of its surviving representatives, as distasteful to
Stalin as to Mr. Churchill. His sense of acute danger
was indicated by a mild tone towards Germany, by
more than one appeal that its autocrat " should now
become the Hitler of peace," by references to his
own credentials as a friend who had proposed a
* naval holiday5 in 1913, wished to send food-ships
into Hamburg in 1918, pressed for the raising of
the blockade, liberated German prisoners before
their time, and urged successfully that the Locarno
treaties should afford the same protection to Ger-
many as to France. But nobody paid very much
attention; and he confessed ruefully after King
George's Coronation in the summer that "Parlia-
ment, which a year ago showed itself genuinely
concerned about our defences, has now forgotten
even that there could be such a fact as danger.
Some say, *How right the Government were not
to be alarmed by the scaremongers 1 How right
they were not to have a Ministry of Supply, and
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